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Press release 

Planet above plastics 
 

The European Parliament’s ENVI Committee vote on reducing 

the impact of certain plastic products will be better for the 

environment, and our planet 

 

Brussels, 21 January 2019: The European Parliament’s ENVI Committee is likely 

to endorse the trialogues agreement on the Directive on the Reduction of the Impact 

of Certain Plastic Products on the Environment (SUP Directive) in an ENVI 

Committee vote tomorrow.  

The directive will ban or regulate the use of certain single-use plastics to ensure the 

better protection of our environment. EurEau, which represents Europe’s water 

services providers, welcomes the inclusion of wet wipes in the directive’s remit. 

“Including wet wipes in the directive is essential to protecting the environment…” 

said Oliver Loebel, Secretary General of EurEau. “… and to protecting our sewers. 

Wet wipes that contain plastics do not always biodegrade or disintegrate, blocking 

sewers. Manufacturers will now have to inform consumers how to dispose of them 

in a way that is environmentally sound through clear package labelling.” 

Wet wipe producers will also have to finance awareness raising campaigns to inform 

consumers about the damage their products can cause to the sewer network and 

the cost of repairing this. Moreover, wet wipe producers will have to pay for cleaning 

up litter.  

Wet wipes can block sewers and clog waste water pumps, resulting in hundreds of 

millions of Euro’s worth of damages. The cost of repairing this damage is currently 

paid by water users through their bill. Implementing the polluter pays principle is 

outlined in the EU treaties.  
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NOTES TO EDITORS 

About EurEau 

EurEau is the voice of Europe’s water sector. We represent public and private 

drinking and waste water service providers. Our members are the 32 national water 

service associations from 29 European countries. We bring sector professionals 

together to discuss quality, resource efficiency and access to water for Europe’s 

citizens and businesses.  

Employing around 470,000 people, the sector makes a significant contribution to 

the European economy. 

 

Media Contact 

Caroline Greene 

Communications Manager 

EurEau 

caroline.greene@eureau.org 

+32 (0)2 706 40 87 / + (0)478 51 49 49 

@eureau 

Rue du Luxembourg 47-51,  
B-1050 Brussels, Belgium 
Tel: +32 (0)2 706 40 80 
Fax: +32 (0) 2 706 40 81 
secretariat@eureau.org 
www.eureau.org 

http://www.eureau.org/

