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“Water for Peace” is the theme of UN World Water Day 2024. This motto is motivated by
the crucial importance of water in our lives and in our society. Unequal access to water, the
small number of cooperation agreements world wide, need to protect and preserve our water
resources in times of climate change, ubiquitous reliance on a well-functioning and equitably
managed water cycle are all issues that require urgent attention at international, regional and
local levels.

This year's conference dedicated to this day in Bulgaria will align with this theme, and bring
to the audience a discussion about the importance and best practices of transboundary river
operations and management, about the different aspects of the exploitation of water resourc-
es and about cutting edge technologies and solutions that can help address the main chal-
lenges of the water sector with respect to water resources management, preservation and
effective use.

The key message “Prosperity and peace rely on water” will be catered through
a look at the strategies and approaches for climate change adaptation related to
water, measures to build water resilience and water smart society in the age of
increasing interchange of water scarcity, floods and droughts, and the need of in-
novation and cooperation on the way of achieving them.

This year's traditional conference of the Bulgarian Water Association, dedicated to the World
Water Day is co-organized with Mozaika, The Humanizing Technologies Lab, a solution provider
in water resources management with advanced technologies using Earth observation and Al. It
is endorsed by the European Space Agency, and supported by the International Association of
Water Service Companies in the Danube River Catchment Area.

We have prepared a vivid agenda of keynote talks, presentations and discussions from ex-
perts, water professionals, policy makers, decision makers, solution providers from the public,
private and non-governmental sector from Bulgaria and other European countries, and expect
international audience to help celebrate the World Water Day in Bulgaria.

Special award ceremony in the beginning of the day will distinguish the best photos in the
photo competition “The beauty of water”, conducted annually by the Bulgarian Water Associ-
ation together with the Ministry of Environment and Water of Republic of Bulgaria.

Media partner

esa Bloomberg

BuLGARIAN ‘vA International Association
WaATER W of Water Service Companies
_— TV Bulgaria

ASSOCIATION in the Danube River

IAWD Catchment Area




& World Water Day

PROSPERITY AND PEACE RELY ON WATER Inter Expo Center | March 21, 2024

Agenda
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management, preservation and effective use

9:00-9:30 Registration
9:30-10:00 Opening — Moderator: Ivan Ivanov, President of BWA
9:30-9:35 Minister Julian Popov, Ministry of Environment — Water resources management

S:35-9:40 Ministry of transport - navigable rivers management (invited)

Deputy Minister Prof. Dr. George Angelov, PhD, Deputy Minister of Innovation and Growth —

9:40-9:45 . -
supporting innovation for water resources

. . Michele lapaclo, Commercialisation Officer, Innovation Services, ScaleUp Programme,
9:45-9:50 ;
ESA - earth observation of water resources management
Keynote - Mariana Damova, PhD Mozaika

Sustainable Exploitation of Dams and Rivers

9:50-10:00

10:00-10:30 Awards for photo competition “The beauty of water”
10:30-11:00 Coffee break

Session 1: Transboundary water resources management

11:00-12:20 Moderator: Ivan Nonchev, Darik

Keynote - Birgit Vogel, ICPDR - International Commission for the Protection of Danube

11001120 River - Transboundary water resources management

Bozhidar Yankov, Secretary General, Executive Agency of Exploitation and
Maintenance of the Danube River, Bulgaria

11:20-11:30
11:30-11:40 Ministry of Environment and Water - transboundary rivers
11:40-11:50 Elena Daniela Ghita, World Bank, Romania (online)

Ventsislav Krastev, Strategic development, port services and environment,

==t Portinfrastructures, Bulgaria

12:00-12:10 Agnes Tahy, Danube Water Balance Project, Hungary (online)

Register at: www.bwa-bg.com | International Conference | Registration

For further information please contact: Mariana Damova, PhD | Mozaika Ltd.
E-mail: mariana.damova@mozajka.co

Tel: +359 885 796530
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12:10-12:20 Discussion

Session 2: Practices in water resources management
Modertor: Assoc. Prof. D-r, eng. Ventzi Bojkoy,
Vice-Dean Hydrotechnica Faculty, UACG, Bulgaria

Keynote - Ventzi Bojkov, Assoc. Prof. D-r, eng. Ventzi Bojkoy,

et Vice-Dean Hydrotechnical Faculty, UACG, Bulgaria

Krasimir Dimitrov - Director “Strategic Planning’, NEK EAD - Enterprise “Dams and cascades”
Preservation and effective use of water resources for energy production

12:40-12:50

12:50-13:00 Lyubomir Filipov, Director Strategic partnerships and regulation, Veolia, Bulgaria

Dimitar Mihalkov, BWA, Bulgaria — Project BOOST-IN: Incorporation of Water Circular
Economy Solutions in the Water Cycle

13:00-13:10
13:10-13:20 Arthur Guischet, Deputy Secretary General, European Water Association
13:20-13:30 Discussion
13:30 -14:30 Lunch

Session 3: Novel Solutions for water resources management,
14:30-16:00 preservation and effective use

Moderator: Lilyana Zagorcheva, Mozaika
Emil Stoyanov, Mozaika, Bulgaria — Al, earth observation, forecasting
Yavor Panayotov, Rittal, Germany - Data centers
Stefano Natali, SISTEMA, Austria - Earth Observation
Lukas Kornfeind, S-CAN, Austria - Water quality, sensors
NIK Agro Service

Keynote - Nina Kickinger, Associate Information Systems Officer,
Space4Water, UNOOSA (online)

15:40-15:50 Iphigenia Christophoridou, Geofem, Cyprus - Infrastructure monitoring (online)
15:50-16:00 Discussion

16:00-16:30 Coffee break

Keynote - Raimund Mair, SrWater resources management specialist,
16:30-17:00 World Bank, Austria (online)

Strategies and approaches for water related climate change adaptation.
17:00-17:15 Closing

17:30-19:00 Farewell cocktail

Register at: www.bwa-bg.com | International Conference | Registration Zgzg\qiqg;zfgg?ﬂfmmzaika ar:jd ﬁ‘i“{f“ "

. . . . . rp awarded to Mozaika
For fqrther‘|nformat|on please contact: Mariana Damova, PhD | Mozaika Ltd. from ESA PECS Program.
E-mail: mariana.damova@mozajka.co

Tel: +359 885 796530
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